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STATE LIBRARY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — 125TH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.03 pm]: I am pleased to inform the 
house that 2014 marks the 125th anniversary of the State Library of Western Australia. The Victoria Public 
Library, as it was then known, opened on 26 January 1889 in temporary premises on St Georges Terrace with 
1 786 volumes on its shelves. In 1897, the library moved to the Jubilee Building in James Street, which was 
shared by the Western Australian Museum and the Art Gallery of Western Australia, and later to Hackett Hall in 
1913. Both these buildings are still used by the museum today. The State Library’s current home, adjacent to the 
museum, opened in 1985. As at June 2013, there were 167 467 volumes in the library’s heritage collection and 
306 027 in the general reference collection, as well as 572 000 images, over 16 000 hours of oral histories, and 
12 000 films and videos. 

The library plays an integral role in developing and preserving Western Australia’s identity. It houses our state’s 
memory and enables knowledge to be created through learning and exploration. The 125th year marks an 
important point in the State Library’s evolution as a social, educational and cultural destination, both physically 
and virtually. The prime event in this celebratory year is the Memory House exhibition, which opens later this 
month and runs through to September. The exhibition celebrates the State Library story over the last 125 years 
whilst promoting publicly accessible resources and contemporary library services. The exhibition will be themed 
by the five senses, and visitors will be invited into a variety of environments that house library collections. These 
will include scent and taste booths, audio cubicles and visual stands that highlight the library’s history, people 
and services. As part of its birthday celebrations, the State Library will also host behind-the-scenes guided tours 
for visitors to experience the rarely seen back rooms of the library. Many visitors will be surprised by the depth 
and diversity of the State Library’s collections and the services on offer, most of them freely accessible. 

In this 125th year we celebrate all the staff, volunteers, public libraries, clients, contractors and partners who 
make the State Library what it is, and we wish the State Library a very happy birthday. 
 


	STATE LIBRARY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — 125TH ANNIVERSARY
	Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts


